TEWKESBURY TOWN COUNCIL
AGENDA
To: Town Councillors
You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council which will be held remotely via
Zoom, on 9th November 2020 commencing at 6:00 pm.
Zoom meeting ID: 934 4072 5158

Password: 003840

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. Telephone dial in details are available
on request, please contact the office for more information.

Debbie Hill
Town Clerk
4th November 2020
1.

To receive apologies for absence

2.

To receive declarations of interest

3.

To consider requests for dispensation

4.

To receive written questions from members of the public

5.

Public Participation (to provide members of the public/press with the opportunity to comment on items on the agenda or
raise items for future consideration. In accordance with Standing Orders this will not exceed 12 minutes in total and 3 minutes
per person.)

6.

To note the Mayor’s announcements

7.

To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12th October 2020

8.

To note the following Committee Minutes: Planning – 9th & 23rd September 2020, Staffing –
21st September 2020, Environment & Amenities – 1st September 2020, Severn Ham – 10th
September 2020

9.

Matters arising from the minutes – for information only

10.

To receive Councillor reports for Tewkesbury Borough Council from Cllr Cody and
Gloucestershire County Council from Cllr Smith

11.

To receive the budget report for September 2020

12.

To receive the Q2 bank reconciliations

13.

To discuss the Government guidance regarding making venues available during this and any
potential future lockdowns and to agree any actions required

14.

To review and agree grant applications

15.

To approve the payments list

16.

Correspondence

The next Full Council meeting will be
December 14th 2020 at 6pm remotely via Zoom
Final date for agenda items and accompanying papers for the Meeting is 7 clear days before the meeting.
As part of managing the Council’s Risk Assessment, Councillors are reminded to ensure they keep their register of interests up to date.
If you have any questions, please contact the Town Clerk.
The Council has a duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equalities, Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and
Human Rights. Anyone wishing to attend any meetings of the Town Council who need ground floor access to do so, should inform the Clerk three days
in advance of the meeting so that arrangements can be put into place.

MINUTES
of the Full Council meeting held remotely via Zoom
on 12th October 2020 at 6pm
Present:

Cllrs P Aldridge (Chair), K Brennan, H Davis, S Raywood, M Sztymiak, J Raywood,
C Cody, H Bowman, C Danter, A Carter, S Raywood, P Devine, R Gurney, T Fowler

In attendance: J King (Assistant Town Clerk), Nicole Finnegan (Admin Assistant) and 1 member of
the public
20/21 - 91

To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Smith (personal) & Cllr Rudge.

20/21 - 92

To receive declarations of interest
Cllr S. Raywood declared an interest in items 20/21-102 & 103 as a member of the
Royal Town Planning Institute.
Cllr Aldridge declared an interest in an item on the payments list re: Simply Flowers.

20/21 - 93

To consider requests for dispensation
None requested.

20/21 - 94

To receive written questions from member of the public
No questions have been received.

20/21 - 95

Public participation
There was no public participation.

20/21 - 96

To note the Mayor’s announcements
The Mayor provided an update on the following:
• The Town Clerk is recovering from surgery on her leg following an accident
• Welcome to our new Town Councillors
• The Mop Fair was honoured as per the Royal Charter on 9th October, as the
full Mop Fair was not possible this year
• The Remembrance Service will be a small service in the Abbey this year.
There will be no parade or laying of wreaths at the Memorial Cross.
• Tewkesbury Christmas Lights will be holding a virtual ‘switch on’ on 21st
November.

Item 10: Reports from Gloucestershire County Council & Tewkesbury Borough Council were moved
up the agenda, due to Councillor availability.
20/21 - 97

To receive Councillor reports for Tewkesbury Borough Council from Cllr Sztymiak
and Gloucestershire County Council from Cllr Cromwell
Cllr Cromwell provided an update on behalf of GCC:
• Ongoing trial of E-scooters in Gloucestershire.
• GCC Plan to plant 35 million trees over the next ten years.
• As part of the School Streets campaign, Rope Walk will be closed to vehicles
during school drop-off/pick-up times.

•

Money has been released for the replacement of concrete roads; York Road
and Wenlock Road. It will be disruptive but is necessary work.

Cllr Sztymiak provided an update on behalf of Tewkesbury Borough Council:
• COVID-19 response. Gloucestershire is currently below average in terms of
cases but rising with the national trend. Tewkesbury Borough Council is
planning and getting prepared for a second lockdown along with a recovery
and response plan.
20/21 - 98

To approve the Minutes of the meetings held on 14th & 28th September 2020
It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 14th September
2020 subject to the minor word change from ‘Council’ to ‘Clerk’ in item 20/21 – 076.
Proposed by Cllr Sztymiak, seconded by Cllr Davis.
It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 28th September
2020. Proposed by Cllr Sztymiak, seconded by Cllr Davis.

20/21 - 99

To note the following Committee Minutes:
Planning – 19th August 2020
Staffing – 10th August 2020
Finance – 26th August 2020
The above minutes were noted.

20/21 - 100

Matters arising from the Minutes – for information only
19/20-115 GCC Flooding Report – Information was provided from GCC:
In the last three years ditch maintenance was carried out on watercourses around
Morrisons / bypass junction. Total cost £27,190.
The Environment Agency has carried out maintenance work within the Town.
Tewkesbury Borough Council have riparian responsibilities from Mill Avon River,
along Tirle Brook to Link Road and an eastern section of the Carrant Brook. The
Environment Agency carry out flail cutting annually for inspection purposes on these
stretches, which is often sufficient that no further action is required.
19/20-187 Air Pollution – Deferred to a future meeting.
20/21-058 Impact of Covid-19 on Town Hall & Watson Hall income – ongoing.
20/21-059 Petition NALC re: use of gender-neutral pronouns – on agenda to go to
GAPTC AGM – complete.
20/21-075 Safer High Streets – Information circulated – complete.
20/21-076 Reserves – Information circulated – complete.
20/21-083 Climate Change Working Group – Information circulated – complete.

20/21 - 101

To receive the budget report for August 2020
The budget report was received.
Cllr Sztymiak asked could the budget reports be sent out sooner. The Assistant Town
Clerk advised that although in some months it may be possible to provide a report
sooner, when the meeting falls close to the start of the month, there is insufficient
time to prepare the month end reports. For consistency, the timing of reports has to
remain as they currently are.

20/21 - 102

To review and agree the response to the NALC consultation regarding the White
Paper ‘Planning for the Future’
Cllr J Raywood gave an overview of the proposed changed to the planning process,
the main concern is Planning Committees having enough time to be well informed
and give feedback, as well as concerns regarding flooding.
Cllr Sztymiak requested that requiring buildings to be carbon neutral be added to the
sustainability section.
Subject to this addition, it was RESOLVED to approve the response to the NALC
consultation prepared by the Planning Committee.
Proposed by Cllr Bowman, seconded by Cllr Davis.

20/21 - 103

To review and agree the response to the NALC consultation regarding the White
Paper ‘ Transparency & Competition’
Cllr J Raywood gave overview of the consultation, which primarily looks at increasing
the transparency of land ownership. Cllr S Raywood commented that this
consultation really showed the value of the new co-opted members to the planning
committee.
It was RESOLVED to approve the response to the NALC consultation prepared by the
Planning Committee. Proposed by Cllr Sztymiak, seconded by Cllr Bowman.

20/21 - 104

To consider a proposal from Cllr Danter that Tewkesbury Town Council displays
two lit Christmas Trees on the outside of the Town Hall this year to support
Tewkesbury Christmas Lights
It was considered that Tewkesbury Town Council should display two lit Christmas
Trees on the outside of the Town Hall this year to support Tewkesbury Christmas
Lights. Cllr Cody commented that the trees should be sustainably sourced and then
composted. It was noted that the condition of the Town Hall stonework is fragile,
and permission may be required to install brackets from the Conservation Officer.
Action: Assistant Town Clerk to find out cost/source of tree and investigate
permission for brackets.

20/21 - 105

To consider and agree any resolutions to be submitted for consideration at GAPTC
AGM
It was RESOLVED to propose the following resolution for consideration at GAPTC
AGM: ‘Tewkesbury Town Council would like to propose that GAPTC use gender
neutral pronouns within their model documents and petition NALC to do the same,
for example within their model standing orders.’
Proposed by Cllr Cody, seconded by Cllr Bowman.

20/21 - 106

To review and agree grant applications
There were no grant applications.

20/21 - 107

To approve the payments list
It was RESOLVED to approve the payments list totalling £16,053.57.
Proposed by Cllr Brennan, seconded by Cllr Bowman.

20/21 - 108

Correspondence
No correspondence received.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:04pm.

Signature of Chairman upon approval of the minutes ………….……………………….. 9th November 2020

TEWKESBURY TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE
Wednesday 9th September 2020
Present: Councillors J Raywood, S Raywood, H Bowman and K Powell
In attendance: Town Clerk, D Hill
Also present: two observers and one member of the public

MINUTES
The meeting commenced at 19:02.

P.20.118

Welcome and a reminder of how the meeting will be conducted.
After it was established that everyone present could hear everyone else, the chairman
welcomed everyone to the meeting. It was explained that, in the event of a loss of
connection, everyone should try to reconnect as soon as possible. If this could not be
achieved within 10 minutes then the meeting would be deemed to have been adjourned
and would be reconvened on another occasion.

P.20.119

To receive apologies for absence
None

P.20.120

To receive declarations of interest
Item 12 – the Town Council is the applicant, so this committee will submit a response to
the effect that it has no opinion to offer.
Item 18 – Cllr S Raywood is a licentiate member of the Royal Town Planning Institute

P.20.121

To receive and consider requests for dispensations
None

P.20.122

Public participation (to provide members of the public/press with the opportunity to
comment on items on the agenda or raise items for future consideration. In accordance
with Standing Orders this will not exceed 12 minutes in total and 3 minutes per person)
None

TTC/PLANNING-MINUTES-09/09/2020

1

P.20.123

To approve the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 19th August 2020
Proposed by Cllr. H. Bowman, Seconded by Cllr. S. Raywood
It was resolved to approve the minutes

P.20.124

To receive updates on matters arising from the minutes – for information only
P.20.114 – the committee’s responses to the Ashchurch Rural Parish Neighbourhood Plan
Consultation have been submitted.

P.20.125

To note correspondence
TTRP representatives, Cllrs J Raywood, S Raywood and C Cody were invited to a briefing
meeting with Tewkesbury Borough Council, which took place on Monday morning. The
briefing was essentially concerning the spending of grant money, of EU origin, to help
recovery in the town centre, in the wake of the Covid 19 lockdown. The news was very
disappointing and there is a distinct possibility that some of the money will have to be
returned, unspent. The grant (£85,000) must be spent in three ways –
• Communication with the public to build confidence and inform on how to use
current measures
• Promotion to businesses about employing safe trading measures
• Measures to enable social distancing in the town centre
At the previous TTRP briefing, several members highlighted the issue of people living in
the southern part of the town, in particular, have no safe way to get to the High Street
because the pavements on Church Street and Barton Street and the at the southern end
of the High Street are too narrow and there is too much traffic to enable safe use of the
road by pedestrians. The Borough was asked to investigate ways of improving this
situation and consult traders and shoppers on a range of different options. In the event,
the Borough decided that their investigations had produced no conclusive evidence to
support taking this line of enquiry further.

P.20.126

Demolition of existing conservatory, erection of side extension and replacement
garden fence
Planning Application
121 Canterbury Leys Newtown Tewkesbury Gloucestershire GL20 8BP
Ref. No: 20/00704/FUL
Letter reference
DC/E07000083/QEBKRGQDJPD0H
Observations:

Date requested
Mon 17 Aug 2020

Expiry date
Mon 07 Sep 2020

No objection

TTC/PLANNING-MINUTES-09/09/2020

2

P.20.127

Erection of an annexe.
Planning Application
15 Wellfield Newtown Tewkesbury Gloucestershire GL20 8BY
Ref. No: 20/00673/FUL
Letter reference
DC/E07000083/QDWRCUQDJLW11
Observations:

Date requested
Tue 18 Aug 2020

Expiry date
Tue 08 Sep 2020

No objection, subject to the application being for an ancillary building to the main house.
The Town Council notes that there is no accompanying application form on the Portal.

P.20.128

Crown reduction to 3 x Hornbeam trees up to 2-3m to give an overall rounded shape.
Planning Application
Tesco Stores Ltd Bishops Walk Tewkesbury Gloucestershire GL20 5LS
Ref. No: 20/00788/TCA
Letter reference
DC/E07000083/QFKBUJQDJYX05
Observations:

Date requested
Wed 26 Aug 2020

Expiry date
Wed 09 Sep 2020

No objection.
The advice of the Town Council’s tree warden is that the trees should have their crowns
reduced, but by no more than 2m in the first instance, with a further reduction of 1m, if
desired, in the following year. This work should not be carried out until January or
February 2021, when the leaves are off and the sap has died down. Otherwise the trees
may bleed after the work has been carried out.

P.20.129

Reinstatement of Moorings to the West of Priors Court
Planning Application
Moorings West Of Priors Court Back Of Avon Tewkesbury Gloucestershire GL20 5US
Ref. No: 19/00144/FUL
Letter reference
DC/E07000083/PMR884QD0IU00
Observations:

Date requested
Thu 20 Aug 2020

Expiry date
Thu 10 Sep 2020

The Town Council is the applicant here so it has no comment to make.
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P.20.130

Installation of a dropped kerb creation of parking area
Planning Application
21 Barton Road Tewkesbury Gloucestershire GL20 5QJ
Ref. No: 20/00717/FUL
Letter reference
DC/E07000083/QEJ4Y1QDJQV09
Observations:

Date requested
Mon 24 Aug 2020

Expiry date
Mon 14 Sep 2020

No objection, subject to the opinion of Gloucestershire County Council Highways.

P.20.131

Retrospective external alterations to main building and erection of perimeter fencing
and access gates. Proposed external works to main building including insertion of 5no.
louvre grilles, plus installation of cycle storage. Proposed repositioning of the
replacement external temporary shed unit and the reconfiguration of the car park and
other associated works (as permitted in application 18/01205/FUL).
Planning Application
Unit 1 Plot 5500 Shannon Way Tewkesbury Business Park Tewkesbury Gloucestershire
GL20 8SF
Ref. No: 19/00859/FUL
(Reconsultation - previous response given 26/11/2019)
Letter reference
DC/E07000083/QF9IPPQD0IL00
Observations:

Date requested
Tue 18 Aug 2020

Expiry date
Tue 15 Sep 2020

No objection

P.20.132

Land at Bow Farm, Bow Lane, Ripple, Worcestershire
Proposed extraction of sand and gravel with restoration using site derived and imported
inert material to wetland, nature conservation and agriculture (cross-boundary
application)
Further Information (Regulation 25)
Application Ref: 19/000048/CM
(Reconsultation - previous response given 11/12/2019)
Observations:
Given that there are weight restrictions, both on the Mythe Bridge and in the centre of
Tewkesbury, the Town Council considers that its objections have been addressed
satisfactorily, so long as lorries to and from the site do not travel through Tewkesbury.
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P.20.133

To note any additional information on the Planning Portal regarding applications to
which this committee has already responded, and agree further actions
None

P.20.134

To note any additional applications on the Planning Portal which will expire before 23rd
September 2020 and agree further actions
None

P.20.135

To discuss progress in responding to the Government’s proposed white papers:
Changes to the Planning System,
Planning for the Future,
Transparency and Competition, and agree further actions
The Working group has met twice and has agreed a response to the first white paper.
This will be brought to the attention of Full Council on 15th September, so that any
necessary adjustments can be made before the deadline submission date of 17th
September.
Cllrs. J and S Raywood have formulated responses to the second white paper, which will
now be circulated to all committee members, for their comments at the next meeting, on
23rd September.
The third white paper is about the registration of land ownership and of restrictions on
land, such as rights of pre-emption, land options and other contractual arrangements. It
really needs the attention of someone with some expertise in this field if we are to
produce a meaningful response. The Town Clerk will consult with other large parish and
town councils in Gloucestershire at a meeting next week.

P.20.136

To note the decisions made in July and August, in respect of planning applications to
Tewkesbury Borough Council
Noted

P.20.137

To receive an update on recent email correspondence to MP Laurence Robertson and
to agree further actions
Mr Robertson agreed to a Zoom meeting, which took place yesterday and was attended
by himself and two assistants, the Town Clerk and Cllrs. J Raywood, S Raywood, H
Bowman, P Aldridge and K Brennan.
It was a very positive meeting, at which Mr Robertson agreed with many of the points we
were making. He said he has been engaged in discussions with the Secretary of State and
will continue to do so, making the case for the identification of housing need within the
Borough to take account of the over-delivery of houses that has happened in recent
years and the pressures caused by the duty to cooperate and the JCS. He said that he
continues to make the case for consideration of Tewkesbury’s particular circumstances
regarding flood risk, infrastructure at or near capacity and historic heritage.
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The committee was very encouraged to hear Mr Robertson say that he has formed a
group with other MPs whose constituencies lie alongside the River Severn in order to
work together on common issues.
He has indicated that he will be pleased to have a copy of the Town Council’s response to
the white papers, to inform his own discussions in Westminster.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:26
Signature of chairman
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TEWKESBURY TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE
Wednesday 23rd September 2020
Present: Councillors J Raywood, S Raywood, H Bowman and P Aldridge
In attendance: Mrs J King, Assistant Town Clerk
Also present: 2 observers and 1 member of the public

MINUTES
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm

P.20.138

Welcome and a reminder of how the meeting will be conducted.
After it was established that everyone present could hear everyone else, the chairman
welcomed everyone to the meeting. It was explained that, in the event of a loss of
connection, everyone should try to reconnect as soon as possible. If this could not be
achieved within 10 minutes then the meeting would be deemed to have been adjourned
and would be reconvened on another occasion.

P.20.139

To receive apologies for absence
None

P.20.140

To receive declarations of interest
Cllr. S Raywood, re. item 15 – Licentiate Member of the Royal Town Planning Institute

P.20.141

To receive and consider requests for dispensations
None

P.20.142

Public participation (to provide members of the public/press with the opportunity to
comment on items on the agenda or raise items for future consideration. In accordance
with Standing Orders this will not exceed 12 minutes in total and 3 minutes per person)
None.
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P.20.143

To approve the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 9th September
2020
Proposed by Cllr. H Bowman
Seconded by Cllr. S Raywood
It was resolved to approve the minutes

P.20.144

To receive updates on matters arising from the minutes – for information only
Re. P.20.132 – This committee’s response to the consultation concerning land at Bow
Farm, Ripple has been submitted to Worcestershire County Council and acknowledged.
Re. P.20.135 – Following approval by Full Council, this committee’s response to the
consultation on the Government White Paper concerning Changes to the Planning
System, has been submitted to NALC and acknowledged.

P.20.145

To note correspondence
Councillors have been invited to a remote meeting about the South Worcestershire
Development Plan Review, to be held on Wednesday 7th October at 6.00pm. As it is
important that members of this committee attend, and the timing clashes with our next
scheduled planning meeting, the Town Clerk has agreed that our next meeting can be
rescheduled, probably to the 6th October.
An email has been received from Tewkesbury Borough Council’s Deputy Chief Executive,
Robert Weaver, in response to JR’s email, expressing concern that the partnership
between the Borough and TTRP and the town Council has become strained, over the
issue of managing the High Street recovery. He has staunchly supported the strategies
adopted by the Borough but has agreed that the need for a strong partnership between
the local stakeholders represented is now more important than ever.

P.20.146

Edgwicks Ltd Northway Lane Newtown Tewkesbury Gloucestershire GL20 8JG
Application for the variation of Condition 2 (approved plans) of approved application
reference 18/00927/FUL to allow for the addition of a single storey lean-to element on
the side elevation to provide additional storage, the relocation of the front and rear
loading doors, and the omission of the brickwork facing materials on the rear and part of
the side elevations.
Ref. No: 20/00564/FUL
Letter reference
PP-08831907
Observations:

Date requested
Thu 25 Jun 2020

Expiry date

No objection

P.20.147

64 Bramley Road Mitton Tewkesbury Gloucestershire GL20 8AQ
Erection of a single storey rear extension
Ref. No: 20/00829/FUL
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Letter reference
PP-09040315
Observations:

Date requested
Mon 07 Sep 2020

Expiry date

No objection

P.20.148

4 Knights Way Newtown Tewkesbury Gloucestershire GL20 8DY
Erection of a single front, side and rear extension
Ref. No: 20/00818/FUL
Letter reference
PP-09026619
Observations:

Date requested
Tue 15 Sep 2020

Expiry date

No objection, subject to the opinion of the local lead flood authority. The Town Council
notes that this property is in an area which is prone to flooding and which suffered
particularly severe flooding in 2007.

P.20.149

6 Somerset Place Tewkesbury Gloucestershire GL20 5HQ
Erection of oak framed front porch
Ref. No: 20/00852/FUL
Letter reference
PP-09061824
Observations:

Date requested
Fri 11 Sep 2020

Expiry date

No objection

P.20.150

To note any additional information on the Planning Portal regarding applications to
which this committee has already responded, and agree further actions
None. Portal currently inaccessible.

P.20.151

To note any additional applications on the Planning Portal which will expire before 7 th
October 2020 and agree further actions
None. Portal currently inaccessible.
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P.20.152

To discuss progress in responding to the Government’s proposed white papers:
Planning for the Future,
Transparency and Competition, and agree further actions
A draft response to the white paper entitled ‘Planning for the Future’ has been written by
Cllrs J and S Raywood and circulated to committee members but the documentation
requires considerable assimilation and analysis. After a discussion of some key points
that must be emphasised within the final response it was agreed to meet as a working
group at 7.00pm on Tuesday 29th September in order to agree the content of the draft,
before submitting it to Full Council in October, for approval. Very little progress has, as
yet, been made on addressing the white paper entitled ‘Transparency and Competition’,
largely because the legal terminology which features heavily within the document is
unfamiliar to committee members.

P.20.153

To review the budget report of the Planning Committee up to 31st July 2020
The budget report was reviewed.

P.20.154

To discuss and agree on a draft committee budget for financial year 2021/22 and to
consider the budget requirements for 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25
It was agreed that no changes need to be made to next year’s budget at the moment and
that the same figures will be carried forward into the following years. In order to
understand this committee’s future commitments, its forward plan, together with that of
the Town Council as a whole, will be reviewed once the white paper consultations are
completed.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm.

Signature of Chairman
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Tewkesbury Town Council

MINUTES OF THE STAFFING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON
MONDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 2020 VIA ZOOM AT 4.00 PM
Present:

Cllrs J Raywood (Chair), P Aldridge (Town Mayor), K Brennan, H Davis, S Raywood, D Hill
(Town Clerk)

1)

To receive apologies
None. Cllr Powell was absent.

2)

To receive declarations of interests
None received.

3)

To receive dispensations
None.

4)

To approve the minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 10th August 2020
It was noted that a member of the public attended the last Staffing Committee meeting and that
this information should be added to the minutes. With one small amendment noted, it was
RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 10th August 2020.
Proposed by Cllr Davis, seconded by Cllr S Raywood.

5)

Public participation
None.

6)

To resolve that the press and public are excluded due to the confidential nature of the business
under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act) 1960 s.1. Sub section 2
Proposed by Cllr S Raywood, seconded by Cllr Davis.

7)

Matters arising from the last meeting – for information only
None.

Cllr Brennan joined the meeting at this juncture.
8)

Staffing Matters
1. Update on bar staff: The Town Clerk advised that a Bars Supervisor had been appointed
with a backup also appointed to be called upon as and when required. A bank of bar
staff is available to call upon going forwards. It was noted that all bar staff are engaged
on a zero hour basis.
2. Update on Town Crier: The Town Clerk advised that the Town Crier will be provided
with a vizor and this has been included on the risk assessment. The Town Crier will recommence duties, but this will be monitored in accordance with government guidelines.
3. Purchase of mobile phones: It was agreed to look into a good value business contract
for two mobile phones.
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4. National Pay Review: The Town Clerk advised that the national pay review had been
implemented in the September salary. The pay rise was 2.75% back dated to 1st April
2020 with an additional one day annual leave for all staff on the basic 21 days per year
entitlement. The national agreement was noted by the Committee.
5. Budget Review: The budget report was reviewed. This will be reviewed again at the
next meeting when the half year position will be available. The forward budget will also
be discussed at the next meeting.
6. Staff return to the office and any adjustments required: The Town Clerk reported that
staff had gradually returned to the office on a phased basis with the target of half of all
hours being worked in the office by the end of September. The Town Clerk advised that
due to work requirements, the Finance Assistant had been asked to return to working in
the office from 14th September 2020.
7. Administration Assistant: The Town Clerk reported that the Administration Assistant is
prepared to work an extra hour each day, Monday to Thursday if required.
8. Recruitment of Public Conveniences Cleaner: It was agreed to continue to monitor the
situation in relation to COVID19 and no advertisement will be placed for the time being.
The interim cover provided by GAB Services to continue during this period.
9. Finance Assistant: The Committee noted that the Finance Assistant is currently signed
off work and due to return on 13th October 2020. The Town Clerk has arranged interim
cover for a three-week period.
10. Town Clerk interim review: carried forward to the next meeting.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 5.11 pm.

Signature of Chairman upon approval of Minutes ...........................................
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12th October 2020

Tewkesbury Town Council

MINUTES
of the
Environment & Amenities Committee meeting
held remotely via Zoom on 1st September 2020 at 6pm
Present:

Cllrs S Raywood (Chair), J Raywood, H Davis, P Aldridge, M Sztymiak, H Bowman

In attendance: J King (Assistant Town Clerk)
E&A 20/036

To receive apologies for absence
None received.

E&A 20/037

To record declarations of interest
Cllrs S Raywood & J Raywood declared an interest in the adoption and ongoing
maintenance of trees on Lincoln Green Lane

E&A 20/038

To consider requests for dispensations
None received.

E&A 20/036

To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 30th June & 22nd July 2020
It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 30th June and 22nd
July 2020. Proposed by Cllr Davies, seconded by Cllr Aldridge.
Cllr Sztymiak questioned the length of notice given for the extraordinary meeting, as
it was less than three clear days. The Assistant Town Clerk advised that this was
allowed under the new Standing Orders.

Cllrs J & S Raywood left the meeting. Cllr Aldridge chaired the meeting.
E&A 20/037

To discuss and agree any next steps regarding the proposed adoption and ongoing
maintenance of trees on Lincoln Green Lane
Cllrs raised concerns about the future burden that would fall to the Town Council in
ten to twenty years for the maintenance of the trees. The trees are also on land that
the Town Council does not own
It was RESOLVED that the Town Council broadly supports the idea, but the Town
Council is unable to adopt and take responsibility for the ongoing maintenance of
any trees planted on Lincoln Green Lane. The Town Council will advise the
Residents’ Association to pursue the idea further via Gloucestershire County Council;
who own the land, or a local land owner.
Proposed by Cllr Aldridge, seconded by Cllr Davies.

Cllr Bowman left the meeting. Cllrs J & S Raywood re-joined the meeting. Cllr S Raywood resumed
chairing the meeting.
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E&A 20/038

Matters arising from the minutes – for information only
19/015 Gander Lane Toilets – ongoing.
19/036 Community right to bid –– ongoing.
19/082 Drinking water refill point - ongoing.
19/082 Street Cleansing – future agenda item.
19/088 Bin outside one stop – approached for funding – ongoing.
20/011 Ownership of trees at Derek Graham – GCC contacted – ongoing.
20/013 Guide to reading the accounts – ongoing.
20/024 Covid signs for Play Areas – complete.
20/024 Project possibilities for Derek Graham – circulated – complete.
20/029 Play Rangers – bags of play are awaiting lottery grant – unlikely to happen.

E&A 20/039

To receive correspondence relating to the Environment & Amenities Committee
Four pieces of correspondence were received:
• Request from Tewkesbury School to move bins – work complete
• Request to replace bins on Green Lane – on agenda for decision
• Anti-social behaviour in Derek Graham
• Compliment regarding Gloucester Road toilets – member of the public
commented that they were the cleanest and nicest public toilets they had
ever used. Thanks go to GAB Services from the E&A Committee.

E&A 20/040

Public Participation
There was no public participation.

E&A 20/041

To review the work programme and agree any actions
The work programme was reviewed.

E&A 20/042

To receive updates on Play Areas and agree any actions
i. Derek Graham Memorial Park
Anti-social behaviour at the Park was discussed, in particular that the
current signs do not state that alcohol is not allowed in the Park.
It was RESOLVED to install three new signs at the Derek Graham Memorial
Park. Proposed by Cllr Aldridge, seconded by Cllr Sztymiak.
Action: Assistant Town Clerk to check with Severn Trent regarding the
proposed location of the third sign.
It was RESOLVED to replace the surface under the cableway with a rubber
bonded safety mulch, at a cost of up to £2200.
Proposed by Cllr J Raywood, seconded by Cllr Aldridge.
New equipment and the MUGA was discussed.
Action: Assistant Town Clerk to consult with Tewkesbury and Tirlebrook
Schools to ask what the young people would like.
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Action: Assistant Town Clerk to obtain price for new wooden seesaw to
replace standing seesaw that was removed earlier in the year.
ii. Mitton Play Area
Hedges have been cut back
iii. Warwick Place Play Area
No specific actions
E&A 20/043

To receive the committee budget report
The committee budget report was received.

E&A 20/044

To note the use of Covid-19 reopening authority to authorise repairs to the
roundabout and infinity bowl at Mitton Play Area at a cost of £364
The use of the authority was noted.

E&A 20/045

To approve the ongoing use of Parish Online (online mapping system) for the
forthcoming year at a cost of £450
It was RESOLVED to approve the ongoing use of Parish Online for the forthcoming
year at a cost of £450.
Proposed by Cllr S Raywood, seconded by Cllr Davies.

E&A 20/046

To discuss the current situation regarding Spring Gardens toilet block and agree
any additional steps required
It was RESOLVED to repair the roof at Spring Gardens at a cost of £325.
Proposed by Cllr Aldridge, seconded by Cllr J Raywood.

E&A 20/047

To consider and agree the refurbishment of six benches on the Back of Avon and
one bench on King John’s bridge at a cost of £1,099
It was RESOLVED to refurbish six benches on the Back of Avon and one bench on
King John’s bridge at a cost of £1,099.
Proposed by Cllr Sztymiak, seconded by Cllr Aldridge.

E&A 20/048

To consider and agree the replacement of bins on Green Lane at a cost of £199
each
It was RESOLVED to replace two bins on Green Lane with mixed waste bins at a cost
of £199 each.
Proposed by Cllr J Raywood, seconded by Cllr Sztymiak.

E&A 20/049

To consider the draft budget for 2021-2022 for Environment & Amenities
The budget was considered, and an initial budget agreed for submission to the
Finance Committee.
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E&A 20/050

To discuss and agree any additional requirement for the adverse weather
preparations
Councillors discussed the preparations for adverse weather. Due to the mild weather
last year, around 70 bags of salt remain at the Town Hall. Salt spreaders are being
checked and any repairs required will be made.

E&A 20/051

To receive an update following the noticeboard working group meeting
Cllr S Raywood provided an update. The policy is under preparation.

Cllrs agreed to extend the meeting by five minutes to conclude the business on the agenda.
E&A 20/052

To approve the payments list
It was RESOLVED to approve the payments list totalling £4841.24
Proposed by Cllr J Raywood, seconded by Cllr Davies.

The meeting closed at 7.32pm.
Signature of Chairman upon approval of the minutes …………..……………………….. 3rd November 2020
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MINUTES
of the
Severn Ham Committee meeting
Remotely via Zoom on 10th September 2020 at 9.00am

Present:

Cllrs P Aldridge (Chair), J Raywood, C Cody, S Raywood, C Danter, Ms C Corsie, Mr J
Lucas, Mr A Purkiss, Mr M McKenna, Mr S Kerr

In attendance: J King (Assistant Town Clerk)
SH 20/016

To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Mr Cluley

SH 20/017

To record declarations of interest
Mr Purkiss – Clerk to the Commoners

SH 20/018

To consider requests for dispensations
None received.

SH 20/019

To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 25th June 2020
It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 25th June 2020.
Proposed by Cllr J Raywood, seconded by Cllr Cody.

SH 20/020

Matters arising from the minutes – for information only
SH19/051 Additional Trough – ST investigating – ongoing.
SH19/056 Land ownership issue – has been submitted – ongoing.
SH19/082 Environmental Watching Brief – with Severn Trent – ongoing.
SH19/084 Boost for Diversity funding – ongoing.
SH20/008 Drone operator – ongoing
SH20/015 Bikes & BBQs – Facebook posts – complete
SH20/015 Riparian clearance - ongoing

SH 20/021

Public Participation
There was no public participation.

SH 20/022

To receive an update from the Chair
The Chair reported that any items he wished to raise were covered in the rest of the
agenda.

SH 20/023

To receive an update from Severn Trent Water
The November 2019 failure has been repaired together with a further leak on the
Ham. Permanent acoustic monitors have been installed across the whole of the
pipeline. Committee members were advised that any evidence of leaks can be
reported directly to Matt McKenna.
Five trial holes were dug in August in order to confirm all of the connections required
and assist with the design work. It is hoped that the design work will be finished in
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early October with work commencing in April (weather permitting) completion by
early October 2021.
Severn Trent will use the Severn Ham Facebook page to share information about the
works with the people of Tewkesbury and they have a Customer Engagement Team
who will be in touch soon.
A Committee member asked about the concrete and metal above ground at Lower
Avon and asked if this would be expanded. They were advised that they will attempt
to minimise it, but it is likely that the concrete contains valves. Any changes that will
be made will be for the better and improve the site.
SH 20/024

To receive an update from Caroline Corsie, Environmental Advisor
Species diversity restoration work has been completed for this year on plots 1, 2 & 3.
Aim is that this area will provide donor hay within four to five years.
A report was received of giant hogweed and Japanese knotweed on the Ham, but
neither have been found. There is Himalayan balsam on site, but the nettles are
doing a good job of holding it at bay. Balsam is good for bees, but it may be possible
to hold a working party to remove it next May / June. Cllr Cody was happy to help
co-ordinate the working party.
With the HLS rolling over annually, there is no capital works money and it may be
necessary to look at how the scrub is managed, largely the docks at the Southern
end of the Ham.
Ms Corsie has approached Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust to consider the Severn
Ham as part of their ELMS pilots. It may be possible to take the model and trial it on
the Severn Ham even if not included.
Action: Ms Corsie & Assistant Town Clerk to trial the model on the Severn Ham and
report back.
Ms Corsie has received training on producing simple nature videos, which the Town
Council can then share on the Severn Ham Facebook page.
Action: Ms Corsie & Assistant Town Clerk to liaise regarding this.
A Committee Member asked about the oilseed rape that grows on the Ham. Ms
Corsie advised that it is a relative of oilseed rape, it is not a cause for concern and
provides a fantastic seed source for sparrows.
Ken Colbourne has been appointed to provide a diversity report to Severn Trent. Ms
Corsie will liaise with Severn Trent to find out the latest information.

SH 20/025

To receive an update from Mike Cluley, Carver Knowles
Mr Cluley provided a written report outlining the proposed restoration work to the
area where the leak has just been fixed. It is proposed that Mr B Perry is contracted
by Severn Trent to carry out the remedial work and that appropriate seed from
Emorsgate (type to be advised by Ms Corsie) is used. Given the positive growing
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conditions, it is not considered a requirement to fence of the restoration area and
Severn Trent’s ecologist has suggested that the animals may help bury the seed.
The Committee agreed to this approach and instructed the Assistant Town Clerk to
inform Mr Cluley that the work could go ahead on this basis.
It is also hoped that this area may also become a donor area in the future.
SH 20/026

To receive the committee budget report
The committee budget report was received.

SH 20/027

To examine the delinking of BPS and the future financial impact for Tewkesbury
Town Council and to agree the first steps in preparing for the introduction of ELMS
The Committee discussed the financial impact of the Basic Payment Scheme, which
will lead to a loss in income of approximately £10,000 over the next five years.
Discussions were had regarding the possible first steps for ELMS. It was suggested
that one acre of plot 17 be left to go ‘wild’ and then monitor it and feed this back
into the system. It was noted that people do use the path at the Southern end of
the Ham more than previously has been the case, this need to be considered if we
are looking to encourage the curlew to nest down this end of the Ham
It was RESOLVED to leave one acre ‘wild’ at the Southern end of the Ham.
Proposed by Mr Lucas, seconded by Cllr Cody.
Action: Assistant to the Town Clerk to write to the Commoners regarding the acre
trial site.

SH 20/028

To approve the refurbishment of the bench at the southern end of the Ham
It was RESOLVED to refurbish the bench at the southern end of the Ham at a cost of
£295.00
Proposed by Cllr J Raywood, seconded by Mr Purkiss.

SH 20/029

To discuss and agree any actions regarding improving the floristic diversity along
the bund
The bund naturally lends itself to being much more floristically diverse, and also
provides an important corridor connecting features throughout the site. It would
require cutting what is on site, scarifying and planting. Seed would only be that
which is already native to the site, with no new introductions. Yellow rattle would
be an appropriate seed.
It was felt that improving the flowering plants on the bund would be something
positive that residents and visitors would see, set against the works that are going to
happen across the Ham next year. It was noted that Natural England would need to
approve any work. Committee members discussed the impact of flooding on this,
but the bund is not as wet as the field, so will be impacted less.
It was RESOLVED to investigate improving the floristic diversity and acquiring
appropriate approval from Natural England for the work.
Proposed by Cllr Aldridge, seconded by Cllr Danter.
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It was agreed to extend the meeting by up to thirty minutes.
SH 20/030

To discuss the current arrangements regarding hay cutting and grazing and agree
any future changes
Committee members discussed and acknowledged that Climate Change is having an
impact on the cutting dates, especially since they were defined in the 1806 Act.
However, it was felt at present that no official changes were required and that the
Commoners would continue to deal informally with required extensions to the
cutting period. Mr Purkiss confirmed that the animals would be removed at the
point that Ms Corsie advise that the sward is too low.

SH 20/031

To consider the draft budget for 2021-2022 for the Severn Ham
The budget was considered – it was requested that the Maintenance (under budget
code 4450) be increased to £1500 and the Commoners Grazing costs (under budget
code 4850) be decreased to £4500. The budget amount remains unchanged overall.

SH 20/032

To consider and agree the virement of £4,000 from Ancillary Management to
Salaries
It was RESOLVED to agree the virement of £4,000 from Ancillary Management to
Salaries. Proposed by Cllr Danter, seconded by Cllr J Raywood.

SH 20/033

To approve the payments list
The payment list totalling £9484.86 was approved.
Proposed by Cllr J Raywood, seconded by Cllr Danter.
Post Meeting Note: There were two typographical errors on the payments list,
therefore the payments list totalled £8066.16.

SH 20/034

Correspondence
The fishing club are cutting grass back around the pegs and volunteered to cut back
the grass along the bund. The fishing club was thanked for the offer, but advise that
GAB Services have been instructed to do this on a monthly basis. The grass will be
cut back six inches on both sides of the path.
Facebook post – path is as wide as it is allowed to be – step aside
The Assistant Town Clerk advised that over the summer months there have been
issues reported regarding people taking drugs under the cover of the willow trees by
Healings Mill. The police were informed and the bottom of the willow trees was
pruned to make it less attractive.
It was noted that the graffiti on Healings Mill does not look attractive.
Action: Cllr Cody to provide Assistant Town Clerk with contact details for the new
mill owners.

The meeting closed at 10.57am.
Signature of Chairman upon approval of the minutes …………..………………………..12th November 2020
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Summary Income & Expenditure by Budget Heading 30/09/2020

Month No: 6

Committee Report

Actual
Current Mth

Actual Year
To Date

Current
Annual Bud

Variance
Annual Total

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

Finance

Income

157,054

315,237

314,337

(900)

Expenditure

4,579

25,318

74,410

49,092

Net Income over Expenditure

152,475

289,919

plus Transfer from EMR

0

0

152,475

289,919

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

0

49,092

2,650

37,358

9,297

43,199

0

2,500

850

22,000

Building & Moorings

Income

1,646

4,202

23,900

19,698

Expenditure

1,462

24,692

64,700

40,008

Net Income over Expenditure

184

(20,489)

plus Transfer from EMR

0

0

184

(20,489)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Environment & Amenities

Income

(870)

1,225

0

(1,225)

Expenditure

4,647

16,449

68,945

52,496

Net Income over Expenditure

(5,517)

(15,224)

plus Transfer from EMR

0

0

(5,517)

(15,224)

Income

0

0

0

0

Expenditure

0

0

2,500

2,500

0

0

Income

0

2,335

37,328

34,993

Expenditure

4,679

9,019

31,869

22,850

(4,679)

(6,684)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Planning

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Severn Ham

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Watson Hall

Continued over page
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Summary Income & Expenditure by Budget Heading 30/09/2020

Month No: 6

Committee Report

Actual
Current Mth

Actual Year
To Date

Current
Annual Bud

Variance
Annual Total

Income

2,842

16,151

72,135

55,984

Expenditure

7,769

24,723

61,700

36,977

(4,927)

(8,572)

Income

0

0

0

0

Expenditure

14,410

94,362

188,576

94,214

(14,410)

(94,362)

160,672

339,150

447,700

108,550

37,545

194,563

492,700

298,137

123,127

144,587

(45,000)

(189,587)

0

0

123,127

144,587

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

2,069

34,907

0

94,214

14,866

283,271

Staffing

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Grand Totals:- Income
Expenditure
Net Income over Expenditure
plus Transfer from EMR
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

